
T he Robertson Park
rotunda was built in
1913 and the opening

ceremony, on November1,
was memorable.

Head gardenerGrif fiths
laid a top dressing of white
quartz along the paths, which
formed a striking contrast
with the green lawns on
either side. 

About two thousand peo-
ple crowded into the park
and its environs: “The por-
tion of park surr ounding the
stand was a mass of shifting
humanity, decked in summer
attir e of the gayest colours …
strings of flags overhead served to brighten the scene
to an even greater extent.”

As the children from East Orange School sang,
‘Dr op, drop, can’t you hearit rain?’ a showerfell on
the throng, dampening theirclothes but not theirspir-
it. 

Member for Orange, Mr Fitzpatrick, said he
remembered Robertson Park as a place overgrown
with grass and weeds, a refuge forstray dogs, and

strewn with jam tins and
other ‘inter esting’ objects of
art. Now it was a place of
beauty and a joy forever.
Orange was renowned
thr oughout the western dis-
tricts as being a centre in
which those at the head of
municipal affairs worked
hard to beautify the town.

After the Mayor,
Alderman McNeilly, had
declared the bandstand open,
Orange Town Band, under
the baton of bandmaster
Orme Johnson, started play-
ing in their new ‘home’.

The rotunda was designed
by architects Kennedy and Duke. It comprised a blue-
stone base, surmounted by heavy turned columns
which took the superstructure. The floor was of rein-
forced concrete. A mock ceiling was brought down in
the centre to prevent any echo when the band was
playing. The roof was of purple Bangorslates with tile
ridging with a heavy overhang and bell cast coves. It
was surmounted by a flag-pole. The total cost was
£230.

T he Whitney Fountain is a pretty object, of graceful form, made
chiefly of Sicilian marble beautifully streaked and grained. We
say ‘chiefly’ because the lowerbasin is of cement. Though one

regrets the memorial is not altogethermarble, it is nevertheless a decid-
ed success, and most creditable to all concerned in its production and
erection. 

It will keep the memory green of one, who, if he was not a public
man, was, at all events, a good citizen, a kindly friend, and an indulgent
and liberal employer. Cobb and Co was one time a name to conjure with
in New South Wales, and MrFrank Whitney was a partner in the
famous coaching firm which so long ran well horse teams all overNew
South Wales until the railways came along … the cost has been defrayed
by the employees of Cobb and Co, the active spirit in the movement
being Mr E Nathan, the loyal and alert managerfor Cobb and Co for
some 20 years. The idea emanated from him, and its fruition is the
result of his labours.

The plan of the memorial is, we understand, the design of MrJohn
Hale, of East Orange, who had charge of the carrying out of the work.

(From W Folster’s Articles)

Legacy of Cobb & Co

Fitting home for the band


