
Bowling Club’s first ‘home’

Orange Bowling Club members
playing in front of their first club
house in Robert son Park in 1903

On Wednesday 18 November
1899, a unanimous decision
was made at a public meet-

ing  to form the Orange Bowling
Club, the second bowling club west
of the Blue Mountains. 

Orange Municipal Council
granted land at the northern end of
Robertson Park and ground for the
greens was levelled and turfed. Four
bowling greens of well-mown lawn
were soon established.

Membership quickly increased
from 40 to 60 and they helped with
donations to raise £103 to build a
pavilion for the comfort of the play-
ers. The small weatherboard pavil-
ion was completed in 1903. 

Because of increasing member-

ship, two extra greens were added,
making a total of six. Visiting
bowlers thought the Orange greens
were the most picturesque in the
State.

The club hosted several intra-
state teams, allowing members to
test their skills against otherclubs. 

In 1904 Mr Mahoney of Bathurst
donated a cup forcompetitions
between Orange and Bathurst.
Bathurst narr owly won the inaugu-
ral competition. A condition of the
competition resulted in the cup
going permanently to Bathurst,
after it won the competition for the
next two years. 

From 1901 the annual champi-
onship was held with James Bonnor

being the first champion, followed
by W Lamrock in 1902, A H Davis
in 1903 and H J Leary in 1904.

The club thrived and outgrew
the site, moving in 1922 to premises
in Anson Street (where Kmart is
today). 

After World War ll a larger site
and clubhouse was needed and land
was purchased at National Park in
Warrendine Street. This is the club’s
current location. 

- Compiled from The history of
the Orange City Bowling Club Ltd:

celebrating 100 years. 1899-1999 by
Kerrin Cook in conjunction with

Robert A Kidd

A group of bowlers in
Robert son Park in 1922.


