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C.W.A.REST ROOM

The Orange branch of the
Country Women’s
Association (CWA) was
founded in 1924 after a public
meeting at the Town Hall.

The organisation’s first goal
was to acquire a rest room for
country mothers and their chil-
dren. In 1926 Orange Municipal = |
Council allowed the use of a small
weatherboard building at the
northern end of Robertson Park
(previously Orange Bowling
Club’s clubhouse), to be used as
the CWA's first Rest Room for
the rental of 1 shilling (10 cents)
per year. The first year’s rental
was paid by the Mayor. The
Mayoress, Mrs A E Colvin, officially
opened the rest room in May 1926.

In 1927, with the co-operation of
Council, the Orange CWA branch

ABOVE: The new
CWA building
which was
opened in 1954.

LEFT: Mrs Lance
Smith, foundation
president of the
branch in 1924.

won the most beautiful town compe-
tition. A room and tiny kitchen were
added to the Rest Room with the

winnings. This was then used as the

Park made available to the
CWA in 1926. These ladies were
attending a CWA group

co ference held that year.

first Baby Health Centre in
Orange until the King George
Memorial Baby Health Centre in
Kite Street was opened.

In September 1950, permis-
@ sion was granted to build exten-

' sions. £8000 was raised by street

== stalls, jumble sales, fetes, man-
nequin parades and donations.
With public co-operation and gen-
erosity, the foundation stone was
laid on 27 March 1954 with only
£350 owing. The old Rest Room was
remodelled in 1955 with a mothers’
lounge, up-to-date kitchen and toilet
block attached. In June 1987 the
ladies’ rest room was closed at the
same time as the men’s toilet block
in the park was demolished.

Functions and CWA meetings
are still held in this building.
- CWD, November 2 and 5, 1955

Parisian sophistication in Robertson Park

The unique and typically
Parisian ‘Café Chantant’,
organised by the Orange
branch of the CWA in Robertson
Park on Saturday, is expected to
realise well over £100 for the Rest
Room Building Fund Appeal

With ideal summer weather,
many women, frocked in light sum-
mer cottons and sheers, attended the
fete during the afternoon, and
accompanied by their husbands,
enjoyed the novel musical pro-
gramme and dancing at night.

Bright beach umbrellas and gar-
den chairs splashed the lawns with
colour and the well stacked stalls
attracted a great deal of business.

Devonshire teas were served on
the lawns and the background of
recorded music lent the final
Champs Elysées atmosphere.

The most popular stall was the
abundantly stocked cake and biscuit
counter.

Mayor of Orange, Alderman J P
Jaeger, officially opened the Café
Chantant. He paid tribute to the

untiring efforts of the local members
of the CWA to reconstruct the Rest
Rooms in Robertson Park.

“The members have not waited
for someone else to do the job, but
energetically organised functions to
raise funds for the project,” he said.

At night, the lawns were flood-lit
with rows of multi-coloured lights
and outdoor dancing on a floor, spe-
cially constructed by Mr Morgan,
was most popular. Continental
strolling players supplied the music.

- CWD, February 9, 1953.



