
Court House
The local Wiradjuri people are said to

have once held corroborees on this site, on
the corner of Lords Place and Byng
Street. A slab and bark watchhouse built
in 1849 was used as the Court House from
1851. A large sandstone Court House was
built in 1860-62 by Kennard & Snow. Ben
Hall was tried here in in May 1862 for
“Robbery Under Arms”. The present
Neo-classical building was designed from
locally quarried sandstone at a cost of
nearly £7000 by Colonial Architect James
Barnet in 1883. A new wing was con-
structed in 2001 at the rear of the site.

Carrington Club Hotel
The Carrington Club Hotel, on

the corner of Byng Street and Lords
Place, began life as John Peisley’s
Store in the mid 1850s and is
believed to be Orange’s first brick
building. It was built with Bathurst
bricks. About 1874 the building
became the Railway Hotel, renamed
the Belmore Hotel in 1879 and the
Carrington Club in 1886. Both
names honoured governors of NSW.

While the Court House was being
erected in 1880s, the court sittings
were held in the hotel’s dining room.

The Hotel Canobolas,
on the cornerof Summer
Street and Lords Place,
was built in 1939 by
Tooheys Ltd on the site
of the Club House Hotel
for £70,000. The Club
House Hotel was built in
1876 forAugustus
Coulson, a stock and sta-
tion agent and Mayorof Orange in 1891-92, afterthe
blacksmith’s shop, built by John Martin and William
Oakes, was demolished in 1875. John William Smith
shortened the name to the Club Hotel omitting “House”
in 1894. In heavy rain Orange’s main stormwaterdrain
that ran dir ectly under the hotel, would overflow, often

flooding the whole
ground floor, including
the public and saloon
bars and the dining
room. The Canobolas
Hotel, one of the State’s
best known hotels and
renowned forbeing the
biggest west of the Blue
Mountains, has been

home for
royalty,
prime minis-
ters, politi-
cians, VIPs
and sporting
people.
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