
Evolution of a park
Robertson Park has evolved over many years to become the place it is
today. From a water reserve in a small settlement where people went
duck shooting to a haven of peace in a busy city, it has survived the
changes thrust upon it and retained its identity as a focal point for many
community events.

Robertson Park was originally destined to be a waterreserve for
the fledgling settlement of Orange, straddling the course of
Blackman’s Swamp Creek. 

It was low lying and swampy ground. In 1963, a 90-year-old
Orange resident, Edward Fuller, recalled a time many years previous-
ly when a Captain Cassidy would travel to Orange from Bathurst to
shoot ducks there.

Land along the eastern side of what is now the park was purchased
by Henry Curran and Hugh Curran, and the lane between the store
and the park was known as Curran Lane (it is now McNamara
Street).

It had orginally been intended that a fire station be built on one
corner of the area, nearwhere the taxi rank is now situated, and land
was set aside forthat purpose in 1871. However, there were objections
and the fire station was neverbuilt.

There were also plans fora Temperance Hall in Lords Place
adjoining the area set aside forthe fire station but the deeds were
never issued.

It was even proposed that a Town Hall be built on the site but after
protests, this plan was also shelved.

Robertson Park was named in 1882 when Alderman Carey pro-
posed that it be named afterthe man who had been Premier of NSW
four times (and was destined to serve a fifth term).

At one stage a field gun, a relic of the Great War, stood at its
entrance, but it was latermoved to Cook Park.

The park has gradually evolved from a swampy wasteland to the
leafy haven it is today. 

Surrounded by notable buildings in the heart of the Central
Business District, it provides shelter, a gathering point, and a focus for
a number of community organisations which have made theirmark
on it.

A view of the p ark looking west in the
1880s, showing the Royal Hotel.

The park in 1928.

Robert son Park from the Court House in
1872 looking south-east when it was little
more than a p atch of bare land with a
creek running through it.

Summer S treet from Robert son Park
in 1872, showing the Royal Hotel, 
previously the W ellington Inn.


