
The return of Dr Howse 

The crowd that assembled to welcome
home ourgallant local doctor from the
war was quite equal to any that has yet
gathered togetherto welcome returned
soldiers. 

This fact pays a highertribute to that
gentleman's popularity than is at first
apparent, in that Dr Howse had not
resided in Orange long enough priorto
his departure for the war to be known
better than by sight to most of us; that he
did establish some permanent friendships
during his brief sojourn amongst us is
but fur ther tribute to his personality. 

Anyhow, the captain doctormight
have been the bosom friend of all, to
judge by the hearty reception he was
given by everyone, from the boys who
bore the torches to the Mayor. 

- The Orange Leader, 2 March 1901

Sir Neville Howse: 
doctor, soldier, politician
A lthough Neville Howse was born in the

United Kingdom, Orange has long
claimed him as its own because of his

distinguished record of service to the local
community as a medical practitionerand
Mayor, and to the widercommunity as a
Member of Parliament and heroic soldier. 

He was born in Stogursey, Somerset, and
educated in Taunton before studying medicine
at London Hosptal. He migrated to Australia
for health reasons and established practices in
Newcastle and Taree before returning to the United
Kingdom to undertake post-graduate work. He
returned to Australia in 1897 and opened a practice in
Orange. 

In 1900 Howse enlisted in the Second Contingent of
the NSWArmy Medical Corps and served in the
Second BoerWar. It was during this campaign that he
was awarded the Victoria Cr oss forgallantry, after res-
cuing and tending to an injured trumpeter while under
heavy fire. This was the first Victoria Cr oss to be
awarded to a memberof the Australian Defence Forces.

After being invalided to Britain, Howse returned to
Australia in 1901. He then returned to South Africa.
Towards the end of the war, Howse was once again
invalided to Britain and returned to Australia in
November1902. Howse married Evelyn Pilcherin

Bathurst in 1905. 
He twice served as Mayorof Orange, in

1914 and 1921. 
During World War l, Howse was

appointed Principal Medical Officer to the
Australian Naval and Militar y Expedition
Force to German New Guinea. Laterhe was

appointed Assistant Director of Medical
Services in the First Australian Division and

served at Gallipoli. 
He continued  his distinguished military career

as director of the AIF's medical services, latertaking up
a position in London overseeing medical services in
France, Egypt and Palestine. He was promoted to
Major -General in 1917. 

He resigned from the army and won the federal seat
of Calare in 1922. He held several ministerial portfolios,
including Defence, Health, and Home and Territories. 

In February 1930, Howse travelled to England for
medical treatment for cancer, but died on 19 September
1930, and is buried in London. His son, John Howse,
was memberfor Calare from 1946 to 1960. In
December1933, a ward at Orange Base Hospital was
named Howse Ward, in memory of one of Orange's
most loved citizens. On 22 July 2000, a memorial to Sir
Neville Howse was unveiled at the northern end of
Robertson Park.


