
Remembering
the fallen

Robertson Park has evolved overthe years to become a
place of remembrance forthose local people who served
in the armed forces, some of whom made the ultimate

sacrifice. It wasn’t always the case: the BoerWar Memorial,
which was unveiled at the intersection of Summerand Anson
streets on March 29, 1905 by Brigadier-General Gordon,
Commandant of the NSWMilitar y Forces, has been moved
twice.

Because of an increase in traffic, it was decided in 1929 to
move it to the south-west cornerof Robertson Park. In the early
1930s, when the park was remodelled, it was moved to its pres-
ent site at the northern end of the park.

Robertson Park was the scene of a civic service at the end of
World War ll.

The Cenotaph, situated at the southern end of the park, was
unveiled in April 1952. Built of trachite and granite, it was
designed by Orange City Council’s Health and Building
Inspector, E A Rennie, in time for the Anzac Day commemora-
tion on April 25.

Ever since that time, Orange citizens from many walks of
life, including school children, have marched from near the
Memorial Hall in Anson Str eet, along SummerStr eet to
Robertson Park for the Memorial Service at the Cenotaph.

Four Orange residents are recorded as losing theirlives in
the BoerWar (1899-1902); 125 in World War l (1914-1918); 108
in World War ll (1939-1945); fourin the Korean War (1950-
1953); and two in the Vietnam War (1967-1972).

ABOVE: The Boer W ar Memorial in it s 
current position at the northern end of
Robert son Park

LEFT: Orange RSL represent atives plant a
‘field of crosses’ in Robert son Park near
the Cenot aph in 1958.

BELOW: Children, like these boys in 1958,
have always been encouraged to join in
the Anzac Day ceremonies.


